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(57) A differential pressure between a delivery pres- 
sure of a fixed displacement hydraulic pump 2 and a 
maximum load pressure among a plurality of actuators 
3a to 3c is maintained at a target differential pressure 
by an unloading valve 5. A setting pressure of the un- 
loading valve 5 is changed depending on an engine rev- 
olution speed by introducing a differential pressure APp 
across a throttle 50, which is disposed in a delivery line 
of a fixed pump 30, to a pressure bearing sector 5d of 
the unloading valve. With such an arrangement, in a hy- 
draulic drive system including an LS system, it is possi- 
ble to ensure fine operability based on setting of the en- 
gine revolution speed, to perform flow rate control at a 
good response, and to realize superior operability. 
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Description 

~echnical Field 

[0001] The present invention relates to a hydraulic 5 
drive system equipped in a construction machines such 
as a hydraulic excavator, and more particularly to a hy- 
draulic drive system including a load sensing control 
system for controlling a delivery pressure of a hydraulic 
pump so that a differential pressure between the deliv- 
ery pressure of the hydraulic pump and a maximum load 
pressure among a plurality of actuators is maintained at 
a setting value. 

Background Art 

[0002] Prior-art hydraulic drive systems each having 
a load sensing control system (hereinafter referred to 
also as an "LS system") are disclosed in, e.g., Japanese 
Patent No. 298681 8 and JP,A 1 0-205501 . 
[0003] The hydraulic drive system disclosed in Japa- 
nese Patent No. 2986818 comprises a fixed displace- 
ment hydraulic pump, actuators driven by a hydraulic 
fluid delivered from the hydraulic pump, a plurality of 
flow control valves for controlling flow rates of the hy- 
draulic fluid supplied from the hydraulic pump to the re- 
spective actuators, and an unloading valve for control- 
ling a delivery pressure of the hydraulic pump so that a 
differential pressure between the delivery pressure of 
the hydraulic pump and a maximum load pressure 
among the actuators (hereinafter referred to also as an 
"LS differential pressure") is maintained at a setting val- 
ue. 

[0004] The hydraulic drive system disclosed in JP,A 
1 0-205501 comprises a variable displacement hydraulic 
pump, a plurality of actuators driven by a hydraulic fluid 
delivered from the hydraulic pump : a plurality of flow 
control valves for controlling flow rates of the hydraulic 
fluid supplied from the hydraulic pump to the plurality of 
actuators, a plurality of pressure compensating valves 
for controlling respective differential pressures across 
the plurality of flow control valves, and a pump delivery 
control means for controlling a delivery capacity of the 
hydraulic pump so that an LS differential pressure is 
maintained at a setting value. The plurality of pressure 
compensating valves have respective target differential 
pressures each set equal to the LS differential pressure. 
[0005] The hydraulic drive system disclosed in JP,A 
10-205501 further comprises a fixed displacement pilot 
pump driven by an engine along with the variable dis- 
placement hydraulic pump, a throttle disposed in a pilot 
delivery line, and a setting changing means forchanging 
the setting value of the LS differential pressure in ac- 
cordance with a differential pressure across the throttle. 
When the engine revolution speed lowers, the setting 
value of the LS differential pressure is reduced corre- 
sponding to the lowering of the engine revolution speed, 
thereby reducing the flow rate supplied to the actuator. 



As a result, operability capable of allowing a sufficient 
quantity of works can be ensured when the engine rev- 
olution speed is at the rated revolution speed, and the 
actuator speed can be adjusted depending on the en- 
gine revolution speed, thus resulting in improved fine 
operability. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

[0006] With the hydraulic drive system disclosed in 
Japanese Patent No. 2986818, since the unloading 
valve controls the delivery pressure of the hydraulic 
pump so that the LS differential pressure is maintained 
at the setting value, the LS system can be constructed 
by using even the fixed displacement hydraulic pump. 
However, the hydraulic drive system having such a con- 
struction cannot adjust the actuator speed depending 
on the engine revolution speed unlike the hydraulic drive 
system disclosed in JP,A 10-205501. Hence, if the set- 
ting value of the LS differential pressure is set with an 
emphasis focused on the operability resulting when the 
engine revolution speed is at the rated revolution speed, 
fine operability cannot be ensured at a satisfactory level 
when the engine revolution speed is reduced. 
[0007] With the hydraulic drive system disclosed in 
JP,A 10-205501 . when the input amount of a control le- 
ver of a control lever unit is changed and the flow rate 
demanded by the flow control valve is also changed, the 
LS differential pressure is maintained at the setting val- 
ue by controlling the delivery capacity of the variable dis- 
placement hydraulic pump, and therefore response of 
the hydraulic pump defines response of the hydraulic 
drive system (i.e., response of a hydraulic excavator 
when the hydraulic drive system is equipped in the hy- 
draulic excavator). However, since there is a limitation 
in response of the hydraulic pump, a delay occurs in 
control of the flow rate supplied to the actuator, causing 
an operator to feel a time lag in machine movement. 
[0008] It is an object of the present invention to pro- 
vide a hydraulic drive system including an LS system, 
which can ensure fine operability based on setting of the 
engine revolution speed, can perform flow rate control 
at a good response, and can realize superior operability. 

(1) To achieve the above object, the present inven- 
tion provides a hydraulic drive system comprising 
an engine, a first fixed displacement hydraulic pump 
driven by the engine, a plurality of actuators driven 
by a hydraulic fluid delivered from the first hydraulic 
pump, a plurality of flow control valves for control- 
ling flow rates of the hydraulic fluid supplied to the 
plurality of actuators from the first hydraulic pump, 
a plurality of pressure compensating valves forcon- 
trolling respective differential pressures across the 
plurality of flow control valves, the plurality of pres- 
sure compensating valves having respective target 
differential pressures set in accordance with a dif- 
ferential pressure between a delivery pressure of 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



2 



BNSDOCID: <EP 1262667A1 Jj> 



3 



EP 1 262 667 A1 



4 



the first hydraulic pump and a maximum load pres- 
sure among the plurality of actuators, wherein the 
hydraulic drive system further comprises an unload- 
ing valve for controlling the delivery pressure of the 
first hydraulic pump so that the differential pressure 5 
between the delivery pressure of the first hydraulic 
pump and the maximum load pressure among the 
plurality of actuators is maintained at a setting pres- 
sure, and variably setting means for setting the set- 
ting pressure of the unloading valve as a variable 10 
value that varies depending on a revolution speed 
of the engine. 

Thus, the unloading valve and the variably set- 
ting means are provided, the delivery pressure of 
the first hydraulic pump is controlled so that the dif- 15 
ferential pressure between the delivery pressure of 
the first fixed displacement hydraulic pump and the 
maximum load pressure among the plurality of ac- 
tuators is maintained at the setting pressure, and 
the setting pressure of the unloading valve is set as 20 
a variable value that varies depending on the en- 
gine revolution speed. In the LS system, therefore, 
an actuator speed can be adjusted depending on 
setting of the engine revolution speed, and fine op- 
erability based on setting of the engine revolution 25 
speed can be ensured. 

Further, in general, a valve unit operates at a 
faster response than a hydraulic pump. Therefore, 
when the flow rate demanded by the flow control 
valve is changed, the flow rate supplied to the ac- 30 
tuatorcan be controlled at a good response with the 
delivery pressure of the first hydraulic pump control- 
led by the unloading valve. 

(2) In above (1), preferably, the variably setting 
means comprises a second fixed displacement hy- 35 
draulic pump driven by the engine along with the 
first hydraulic pump, a flow rate detecting valve dis- 
posed in a delivery line of the second hydraulic 
pump, and setting changing means for changing the 
setting pressure depending on a differential pres- *o 
sures across the flow rate detecting valve. 

With that feature, the variably setting means 
sets the setting pressure of the unloading valve as 
a variable value that varies depending on the en- 
gine revolution speed. 45 

(3) In above (1), the variably setting means may 
comprise a flow rate detecting valve disposed in a 
delivery line of the first hydraulic pump, and setting 
changing means for changing the setting pressure 
depending on a differential pressures across the 50 
flow rate detecting valve. 

With that feature, the variably setting means 
sets the setting pressure of the unloading valve as 
a variable value that varies depending on the en- 
gine revolution speed, without using a special hy- 55 
draulic pump. 

(4) In above (2) or (3), the flow rate detecting valve 
may be a fixed throttle. 



With that feature, the flow rate detecting valve 
can detect the delivery rate of the first or second 
fixed displacement hydraulic pump and detect the 
engine revolution speed with a simple structure. 
(5) In above (2) or (3), the flow rate detecting valve 
may be a valve having a variable throttle built there- 
in and regulating an operating state of the variable 
throttle in accordance with a differential pressure 
across the flow rate detecting valve itself. 

[0009] With that feature, the relationship between the 
engine revolution speed and the setting pressure of the 
unloading valve can be freely set. As a result, the setting 
capable of allowing the actuator supplied flow rate to be 
adjusted over the entire range of a lever stroke of a con- 
trol lever unit for the corresponding flow control valve at 
the rated engine revolution speed can be also main- 
tained in the status in which the engine revolution speed 
is reduced, whereby saturation during the combined op- 
eration can be avoided and more satisfactory fine oper- 
ability can be obtained. 

Brief Description of the Drawings, 

[0010] 

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system according to a first em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 2 is a graph showing the relationship between 
an engine revolution speed and an unloading set- 
ting value in a variable unloading valve according 
to the first embodiment in comparison with the cor- 
responding relationship in a prior-art fixed unload- 
ing valve. 

Fig. 3 is a graph showing the relationship among a 
delivery rate of a fixed displacement hydraulic pump 
as a main pump, a lever stroke of a control lever 
unit, and a flow rate supplied to an actuator in the 
first embodiment when the engine revolution speed 
is varied, in comparison with the corresponding re- 
lationship in the prior-art fixed unloading valve. 
Fig. 4 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system according to a second 
embodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 5 is a graph showing the relationship between 
an engine revolution speed and an unloading set- 
ting value in a variable unloading valve according 
to the second embodiment in comparison with the 
corresponding relationship in the prior-art fixed un- 
loading valve. 

Fig. 6 is a graph showing the relationship among a 
delivery rate of a fixed displacement hydraulic pump 
as a main pump, a lever stroke of a control lever 
unit, and a flow rate supplied to an actuator in the 
second embodiment when the engine revolution 
speed is varied, in comparison with the correspond- 
ing relationship in the prior-art fixed unloading 
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valve. 

Fig. 7 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system according to a third em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 8 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system obtained when the sec- 
ond embodiment of the present invention is modi- 
fied similarly to the third embodiment. 
Fig. 9 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system according to a fourth em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 1 0 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system obtained when the sec- 
ond embodiment of the present invention is modi- 
fied similarly to the fourth embodiment. 
Fig. 1 1 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system obtained when the third 
embodiment of the present invention is modified 
similarly to the fourth embodiment. 
Fig. 1 2 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system obtained when the em- 
bodiment shown in Fig. 8 is modified similarly to the 
fourth embodiment. 

Fig. 1 3 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system according to a fifth em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 1 4 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system obtained when the sec- 
ond embodiment of the present invention is modi- 
fied similarly to the fifth embodiment. 
Fig. 1 5 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of ' a hydraulic drive system obtained when the third 
embodiment of the present invention is modified 
similarly to the fifth embodiment. 
Fig. 1 6 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system obtained when the em- 
bodiment shown in Fig. 8 is modified similarly to the 
fifth embodiment. 

Fig. 1 7 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system obtained when the fourth 
embodiment of the present invention is modified 
similarly to the fifth embodiment. 
Fig. 1 8 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system obtained when the em- 
bodiment shown in Fig. 10 is modified similarly to 
the fifth embodiment. 

Fig. 1 9 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system obtained when the em- 
bodiment shown in Fig. 11 is modified similarly to 
the fifth embodiment. 

Fig. 20 is a diagram showing an overall construction 
of a hydraulic drive system obtained when the em- 
bodiment shown in Fig. 12 is modified similarly to 
the fifth embodiment. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

[0011] Embodiments of the present invention will be 



described below with reference to the drawings. 
[0012] Fig. 1 is a diagram showing a hydraulic drive 
system according to a first embodiment of the present 
invention. 

5 [0013] In Fig. 1 , the hydraulic drive system according 
to this embodiment comprises an engine 1 ; a fixed dis- 
placement hydraulic pump 2, as a main pump, driven by 
the engine 1; a plurality of actuators 3a, 3b, 3c driven 
by a hydraulic fluid delivered from the hydraulic pump 

10 2; a valve unit 4 connected to a delivery line 1 00 of the 
hydraulic pump 2 and including a plurality of selective 
control valves 4a, 4b, 4c for controlling respective flow 
rates and directions of the hydraulic fluid supplied from 
the hydraulic pump 2 to the actuators 3a, 3b, 3c; and an 

15 unloading valve 5 connected to the delivery line 1 00 of 
the hydraulic pump 2 and controlling a delivery pressure 
Ps of the hydraulic pump 2 so that a differential pressure 
(LS differential pressure) APLS between the delivery 
pressure Ps of the hydraulic pump 2 and a maximum 

20 load pressure PLMAX among the plurality of actuators 
3a, 3b, 3c is maintained at a setting pressure. 
[0014] The plurality of selective control valves 4a, 4b, 
4c comprise respectively closed center flow control 
valves 6a, 6b, 6c and pressure compensating valves 7a, 

25 7b, 7c for controlling differential pressures across me- 
ter-in throttle portions 61 , 62 in each of the flow control 
valves 6a, 6b, 6c to be held at the same value. 
[0015] The plurality of pressure compensating valves 
7a, 7b, 7c are of the prepositional type (before orifice 

30 type) in which the pressure compensating valves are 
disposed upstream of the meter-in throttle portions 61 , 
62 of each of the flow control valves 6a, 6b, 6c. The pres- 
sure compensating valve 7a has two pairs of pressure 
bearing sectors 70a, 70b, 70c, 70d provided in an op- 

35 posing relation. The pressures upstream and down- 
stream of the flow control valve 6a are introduced re- 
spectively to the pressure bearing sectors 70a, 70b, 
while the delivery pressure Ps of the hydraulic pump 2 
and the maximum load pressure PLMAX among the plu- 

40 rality of actuators 3a, 3b, 3c are introduced respectively 
to the pressure bearing sectors 70c, 70d. With such an 
arrangement, the differential pressure across each of 
the meter-in throttle portions 61, 62 in the flow control 
valve 6a is caused to act in the valve closing direction, 

45 and a differential pressure (LS differential pressure) 
APLS between the delivery pressure Ps of the hydraulic 
pump 2 and the maximum load pressure PLMAX among 
the plurality of actuators 3a, 3b, 3c. The differential pres- 
sure across the flow control valve 6a is thereby control - 

50 led using the differential pressure APLS as a target dif- 
ferential pressure in pressure compensation. The pres- 
sure compensating valves 7b, 7c are each of the same 
construction. 

[0016] Thus, because the pressure compensating 
55 valves 7a, 7b, 7c control the differential pressures 
across the meter-in throttle portions 61 , 62 in each of 
the flow control valves 6a, 6b, 6c with the LS differential 
pressu re APLS being the target differential pressure, the 
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differential pressures across the meter-in throttle por- 
tions 61 , 62 in each of the flow control valves 6a, 6b, 6c 
are both controlled to be equal to the LS differential pres- 
sure APLS : and the flow rates demanded by the flow 
control valves 6a, 6b, 6c are expressed by the products 
resulting from multiplying the LS differential pressure 
APLS by respective opening areas. As a result, the hy- 
draulic fluid can be supplied at a proportion depending 
on the opening area of the meter-in throttle portion 61 
or 62 in each of the flow control valves 6a, 6b, 6c re- 
gardless of the magnitudes of load pressures or even in 
a saturation condition in which the delivery rate of the 
hydraulic pump 2 does not satisfy the demanded flow 
rate. 

[0017] The plurality of flow control valves 6a, 6b, 6c 
have load ports 60a, 60b, 60c through which respective 
load pressures of the actuators 3a, 3b, 3c are taken out 
during operations of the actuators 3a, 3b, 3c. A maxi- 
mum one of the load pressures taken out through the 
load ports 60a, 60b, 60c is detected by a signal line 10 
through load lines 8a, 8b, 8c, 8d and shuttle valves 9a, 
9b. The ^detected pressure is introduced as the maxi- 
mum load pressure PLMAX to the pressure compensat- 
ing valves 7a, 7b. 7c. 

[0018] The unloading valve 5 comprises a valve mem- 
ber 5a, a first pressure bearing sector 5b acting upon 
the valve member 5a to move it in the opening direction, 
a second pressure bearing sector 5c and a third pres- 
sure bearing sector 5d both acting upon the valve mem- 
ber 5a to move it in the closing direction, and a weak 
spring 5e for biasing the valve member 5a in the opening 
direction. The pressure in the delivery line 100 of the 
hydraulic pump 2, i.e., the delivery pressure Ps of the 
hydraulic pump 2, is introduced to the first pressure 
bearing sector 5b through a pilot line 85a, the maximum 
load pressure PLMAX is introduced to the second pres- 
sure bearing sector 5c through a pilot line 85b, and an 
output signal pressure of a differential pressure detect- 
ing valve 40 (described later) is introduced to the third 
pressure bearing sector 5d through a pilot line 41 . The 
third pressure bearing sector 5d serves to set an oper- 
ating pressure APun of the unloading valve 5 (hereinaf- 
ter referred to also as a setting pressure of th e unloading 
valve 5 or an unloading setting pressure) based on the 
signal pressure from the differential pressure detecting 
valve 40. When the delivery pressure Ps of the hydraulic 
pump 2 rises over the maximum load pressure PLMAX 
among the plurality of actuators 3a, 3b, 3c by an amount 
in excess of the unloading setting pressure APun (signal 
pressure introduced to the third pressure bearing sector 
5d), the unloading valve 5 returns a part of the delivery 
rate of the hydraulic pump 2 to a reservoir and controls 
the delivery pressure Ps of the hydraulic pump 2 so that 
the differential pressure (LS differential pressure) APLS 
between the delivery pressure Ps of the hydraulic pump 
2 and the maximum load pressure PLMAX is maintained 
at the unloading setting pressure APun. 
[001 9] Further, the hydraulic drive system of this em- 



bodiment includes a variably setting unit 20 for setting 
the setting pressure of the unloading valve 5 as a vari- 
able value that is varied depending on the revolution 
speed of the engine 1 . The variably setting unit 20 com- 
s prises a fixed displacement hydraulic pump 30 as a pilot 
pump driven by the engine 1 along with the hydraulic 
pump 2, a fixed throttle (hereinafter referred to simply 
as a "throttle 0 ) 50 as a flow rate detecting valve disposed 
midway delivery lines 30a, 30b of the hydraulic pump 
10 30, and the differential pressure detecting valve 40 for 
generating a signal pressure corresponding to a differ- 
ential pressure APp across the throttle 50. 
[0020] The fixed displacement hydraulic pump 30 is 
one usually provided as a pilot hydraulic source, and a 
15 relief valve 33 for specifying a basic pressure as the pilot 
hydraulic source is connected to the delivery line 30b. 
Then, the delivery line 30b is connected to, for example, 
remote control valves of control lever units for producing 
pilot pressures to shift the flow control valves 6a, 6b, 6c. 
Of those control lever units, a control lever unit 32 for 
the flow control valve 6a is shown in Fig. 1 . The control 
lever u nit 32 comprises a control lever 32a and a remote 
control valve 32b. When the control lever 32a is operat- 
ed, the remote control valve 32b produces a pilot pres- 
sure 33a or 33b depending on the direction and amount 
in and by which the control lever 32a is operated. The 
flow control valve 6a is shifted with the pilot pressure 
33a or 33b. 

[0021] The differential pressure detecting valve 40 is 
connected at the input side to the delivery line 30b via 
a hydraulic line 34, and at the output side to the third 
pressure bearing sector 5d of the unloading valve 5 via 
the pilot line 41 . The differential pressure detecting valve 
40 comprises a valve member 40a, a pressure bearing 
sector 40b for urging the valve member 40a in the di- 
rection to increase pressure, and pressure bearing sec- 
tors 40c, 40d for urging the valve member 40a in the 
direction to decrease pressure. The pressure upstream 
of the throttle 50 is introduced to the pressure bearing 
sector 40b via a pilot line 35, and the pressure down- 
stream of the throttle 50 and the output pressure from 
the differential pressure detecting valve 40 itself are in- 
troduced to the pressure bearing sectors 40c, 40d via 
pilot lines 36, 37 : respectively. The differential pressure 
detecting valve 40 operates based on balance among 
those pressures, and produces, as an absolute pres- 
sure, a signal pressure corresponding to the differential 
pressure APp across the throttle 50 with the aid of the. 
hydraulic fluid delivered from the hydraulic pump 30. 
The produced signal pressure is introduced, as a load- 
sensing setting differential pressure APGR, to the third 
pressure bearing sector 5d of the unloading valve 5 via 
the pilot line 41 . 

[0022] The operation of this embodiment will be de- 
scribed below. 

[0023] The unloading valve 5 operates, as described 
above, to keep the delivery pressure Ps of the hydraulic 
pump 2 higherthan the maximum load pressure PLMAX 
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among the plurality of actuators under operation, e.g., 
the actuators 3a, 3b, 3c, by the amount of the unloading 
setting pressure APun. As a result, the delivery pressure 
Ps of the hydraulic pump 2 is controlled so as to satisfy 
the following formula: 

Ps = PLMAX + APun 

[0024] Also, in accordance with the differential pres- 
sure APLS between the delivery pressure Ps of the hy- 
draulic pump 2 and the maximum load pressure PLMAX 
among the plurality of actuators 3a, 3b, 3c, the pressure 
compensating valves 7a, 7b, 7c makes such control that 
the differential pressure across each of the flow control 
valves 6a, 6b, 6c is held equal to the differential pressure 
APLS. Therefore, the following formula holds: 

APLS = Ps - PLMAX = APun 

[0025] Accordingly, the differential pressure across 
each of the flow control valves 6a, 6b, 6c is controlled 
to be held at APun regardless of the load pressure based 
on the control functions of the unloading valve 5 and the 
pressure compensating valves 7a, 7b, 7c. 
[0026] On the other hand, flow rates Qa of the hydrau- 
lic fluid supplied to the actuators 3a s 3b, 3c through the 
flow control valves 6a, 6b, 6c are determined depending 
on respective lever strokes (input amounts or shift 
amounts) of the corresponding control lever units, which 
are manipulated with intent to operate the actuators 3a, 
3b, 3c. 

[0027] For example, the flow rate Qa of the hydraulic 
fluid supplied to the actuator 3a through the flow control 
valve 6a depends on the lever stroke of the control lever 
32a of the control lever unit 32, and an opening area A 
of a main spool of the flow control valve 6a is controlled 
substantially in proportion to the lever stroke. The rela- 
tionship between the flow rate Qa supplied to the actu- 
ator 3a and the opening area A of the main spool of the 
flow control valve 6a is expressed as given by the fol- 
lowing formula using the differential pressure APun 
across the flow control valve 6a: 

Qa = cA{(2/p)APun} 1/2 

[0028] In the above formula, APun is controlled to be 
kept constant by the unloading valve 5. Therefore, the 
flow rate Qa supplied to the actuator 3a, i.e., the actuator 
speed, can be adjusted using only the opening area A 
of the flow control valve 6a, i.e., the lever stroke. 
[0029] The above description is similarly applied to 
the other flow control valves 6b, 6c. As a result, the ac- 
tuator speed depending on the lever input amount can 
be held regardless of the load. That is the basic opera- 
tion principle of the LS system. 



[0030] On the other hand, the setting pressure APun 
of the unloading valve 5 is given by the load-sensing 
setting differential pressure PGR that is the signal pres- 
sure from the differential pressure detecting valve 40: 

5 

APun = PGR 

[0031] The differential pressure detecting valve 40 is 
10 a valve for outputting, an absolute pressure, the differ- 
ential pressure APp across the throttle 50, and hence 
the load-sensing setting differential pressure PGR cor- 
responds to the differential pressure APp across the 
throttle 50. The throttle 50 is disposed midway the de- 
f 5 livery lines 30a, 30b of the fixed displacement hydraulic 
pump 30, and the differential pressure APp across the 
throttle 50 is varied depending on the delivery rate of the 
hydraulic pump 30. Further, the delivery rate of the hy- 
draulic pump 30 is proportional to the revolution speed 
20 of the engine 1 . As a result, the revolution speed of the 
engine 1 can be detected based on the differential pres- 
sure APp across the throttle 50. 

[0032] Thus, because of the differential pressure APp 
across the throttle 50 being detected by differential pres- 

25 sure detecting valve 40 and provided as the load-sens- 
ing setting differential pressure PGR, when the load- 
sensing setting differential pressure PGR is varied de- 
pending on change in the revolution speed of the engine 
1 , the setting pressure APun of the unloading valve 4 is 

30 also varied correspondingly. From this point of view, the 
unloading valve 4 in the present invention can be said 
as a variable unloading valve. 

[0033] The above-described operation is now com- 
pared with the operation of a prior-art fixed unloading 
35 valve. 

[0034] Fig. 2 shows the relationship between the en- 
gine revolution speed and the unloading setting value 
APun in the variable unloading valve 5 according to this 
embodiment in comparison with the corresponding re- 

40 lationship in the prior-art fixed unloading valve. 

[0035] In Fig. 2, when the hydraulic system is in a sta- 
tus 1 in which the engine revolution speed is at a rated 
value that is usually suitable for performing excavation, 
the prior-art fixed unloading valve and the variable un- 

45 loading valve according to this embodiment are both set 
to a load-sensing setting differential pressure APun 0 . Al- 
though both the unloading valves have the same setting 
value in the status 1 , they differ from each other in that 
the setting pressure of the prior-art fixed unloading valve 

so is fixed to that in the status 1 , while the setting pressure 
of the variable unloading valve 5 according to this em- 
bodiment is given by the load-sensing setting differential 
pressure PGR. 

[0036] In a status 2 in which the engine revolution 
55 speed is lower than in the status 1 , the prior-art fixed 
unloading valve has the same setting pressure APun 0 . 
By contrast, in the variable unloading valve 5 according 
to this embodiment, since the load-sensing setting dif- 
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ferential pressure PGR varies with change in the revo- 
lution speed of the engine 1 , the setting pressure of the 
unloading valve 5 also varies correspondingly and be- 
comes a lower value APun v 

[0037] Fig. 3 shows the relationship among the deliv- 
ery rate Qs of the fixed displacement hydraulic pump 2 
as a main pump, the lever stroke X of the control lever 
unit, and the flow rate Qa supplied to the actuator when 
the engine revolution speed is varied as mentioned 
above. The relationship between the lever stroke X of 
the control lever unit and the flow rate Qa supplied to 
the actuator can be thought as being equivalent to the 
relationship between the lever stroke and the actuator 
speed. 

[0038] In Fig. 3, the flow rate Qa supplied to the actu- 
ator 3a, for example, is expressed by the following for- 
mula: 



tion speed as shown in Fig. 2. Herein, the relationship 
of APun = PGR holds. Also, assuming the delivery rate 
of the pilot hydraulic pump 30 to be Qp, the relationship 
between the delivery rate Qp of the hydraulic pump 30 
5 (flow rate passing through the throttle 50) and the differ- 
ential pressure APp across the throttle 50 is given by 
APp oc Qp2 ( the output characteristic of the differential 
pressure detecting valve 40 is expressed as follows: 

w 

PGR oc Qp* 

[0045] Because the delivery rate Qp of the pilot hy- 
draulic pump 30 is expressed by Qp oc N (N: engine rev- 
15 olution speed), the above formula is rewritten to: 

PGR oc N 2 



Qa = cA{(2/p)APun}"* 

[0039] Herein, the relationship between the opening 
area of flow control valve 6a and the lever stroke X of 
the control lever unit 32 is expressed by the following 
formula: 

A= aX 

[0040] Accordingly, a characteristic line shown in Fig. 
3 is expressed by the following equation: 

Q a = [c{(2/p)APun} 1/2 a]X 



Qa - X 



APun oc N 2 

[0046] As seen from the above formula, APun is re- 
duced in accordance with a curve of secondary degree 
as the engine revolution speed N lowers. Correspond- 
ingly, the slope of the characteristic line can be set to a 
smaller value as shown in Fig. 3. 

[0047] The relationship between the flow rate Qa sup- 
plied to the actuator 3a and the delivery rate Qs of the 
main hydraulic pump 2 in that case is now considered. 
The relationship between the flow rate Qa supplied to 
the actuator 3a and the setting pressure APun (= PGR) 
of the unloading valve 5 is given by the following formu- 
la: 

Qa oc (APun) 1/2 



25 



30 



[0041] As seen from the above formula, the slope of 
the characteristic line is determined by the setting pres- 
sure APun of the unloading valve 5. 
[0042] Looking at Fig. 3, in the status 1 (Hi) in which 
the engine revolution speed is at the rated value, the 
delivery rate Qs of the hydraulic pump 2 is provided in 
excess of the flow rate Qa demanded by the actuator 
3a in both the prior art and the present invention. There- 
fore, the speed of the actuator 3a can be adjusted over 
the entire range of the lever stroke X and satisfactory 
operability can be ensured. 

[0043] On the other hand, in the status 2 (Lo) in which 
the engine revolution speed is set to a lower value, the 
slope of the characteristic line remains the same in the 
prior-art system because of APun = const. Hence, the 
actuator supplied flow rate reaches a maximum value 
in the first half of the lever stroke X as a result of reduc- 
tion in the delivery rate Qs of the hydraulic pump 2. 
[0044] By contrast, in the system of the present inven- 
tion, APun is adjusted depending on the engine revolu- 



[0048] From the above last two formulae, the follow- 
40 ing formula is obtained: 

Qa oc N 

45 [0049] On the other hand, the delivery rate Qs of the 
hydraulic pump 2 is expressed by the following formula: 

Qs oc N 

50 

[0050] The above last two formulae means that a ratio 
between the delivery rate Qs of the hydraulic pump 2 
and the flow rate Qa supplied to the actuator 3a is not 
changed even when the engine revolution speed is ad- 
55 justed. Specifically, as shown in Fig. 3, the actuator sup- 
plied flow rate Qa can be adjusted over the entire range 
of the lever stroke X in the status 1 (Hi), and the actuator 
supplied flow rate Qa can also be adjusted up to the see- 



so 
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ond half of the lever stroke X in the status 2 in which the 
engine revolution speed is reduced. 
[0051] With this embodiment, as described above, in 
the hydraulic drive system in which the unloading valve 
5 is disposed in the delivery line 100 of the fixed dis- 5 
placement hydraulic pump 2 and an LS system is con- 
stituted using the fixed displacement hydraulic pump 2, 
the variable setting unit 20 is provided to set the setting 
pressure of the unloading valve 5 as a variable value 
that varies depending on the revolution speed of the en- io 
gine 1 . In the LS system, it is therefore possible to adjust 
the actuator speed of depending on setting of the engine 
revolution speed, and to ensure satisfactory fine opera- 
bility based on setting of the engine revolution speed. 
[0052] Also, with this embodiment, the hydraulic »5 
pump 2 as a main pump in the hydraulic drive system is 
of the fixed displacement type, and the delivery pressure 
of the hydraulic pump 2 is controlled by the variable un- 
loading valve 5. In general, a valve unit operates at a 
faster response than a hydraulic pump. Therefore, when 20 
the lever stroke of the control lever 32a of the control 
lever unit 32, for example, is changed and the flow rate 
demanded by the flow control valve 6a is also changed 
correspondingly, the flow rate Qa supplied to the actu- 
ator 5a can be controlled at a good response with the 25 
delivery pressure of the hydraulic pump 2 controlled by 
the unloading valve 5. As a result, the operator can op- 
erate the actuator 3a at a good response, and superior 
operability can be obtained. 

[0053] A second embodiment of the present invention 30 
will be described with reference to Figs. 4 to 6. In Fig. 
4, the same components as those in Fig. 1 are denoted 
by the same reference numerals. 
[0054] In Fig. 4, a variable setting unit 20A of the un- 
loading valve 5 according to this embodiment includes 35 
a flow rate detecting valve 31 that is disposed midway 
the delivery lines 30a, 30b of the fixed displacement hy- 
draulic pump 30 instead of the fixed throttle 50 shown 
in Fig. 1 and has a variable throttle 31 a built therein. The 
flow rate detecting valve 31 is constructed such that an *o 
operating state of the variable throttle 31 a is regulated 
depending on the differential pressure across the flow 
rate detecting valve 31 itself. 

[0055] More specifically, the flow rate detecting valve 
31 includes a valve member 31b provided with the var- ^ 
iable throttle 31a. When a differential pressure APp 
across the flow rate detecting valve 31 introduced to 
pressure bearing sectors 31 d, 31 e is smaller than that 
corresponding to a spring force of a spring 31 c, the valve 
member 31b is held in a left-hand position, as shown, so 
at which the opening area of the variable throttle 31a is 
minimized. When the differential pressure APp across 
the flow rate detecting valve 31 rises to a level higher 
than that corresponding to the spring force, the valve 
member 31b is moved from the left-hand position to a 55 
right-hand position, as shown, with an increase in the 
differential pressure APp across the flow rate detecting 
valve 31 . Correspondingly, the opening area of the var- 



iable throttle 31a is gradually increased and then maxi- 
mized in the right-hand position as shown. 
[0056] With the above-described operation of the flow 
rate detecting valve 31 , the relationship between the de- 
livery rate Qp of the hydraulic pump 30 and the differ- 
ential pressure APp across the flow rate detecting valve 
31 can be set so as to hold APp ©c Qp instead of APp « 
Qp 2 resulting when using the fixed throttle 50 shown in 
Fig. 1 . In this embodiment, therefore, the output char- 
acteristic of the differential pressure detecting valve 40 
is expressed the following formula: 

PGR « Qp 

[0057] Because the delivery rate Qp of the pilot hy- 
draulic pump 30 is expressed by Qp ~ N (N: engine rev- 
olution speed), the above formula is rewritten to: 

PGR oc N 



/. A Pun oc N 

[0058] Fig. 5 shows the relationship between the en- 
gine revolution speed N and the unloading setting value 
APun in the variable unloading valve 5 according to this 
embodiment in comparison with the corresponding re- 
lationships in the variable unloading valve 5 according 
to the first embodiment and the prior-art fixed unloading 
valve. 

[0059] As seen from Fig. 5, while the setting pressure 
APun of the variable unloading valve 5 according to the 
first embodiment is changed substantially in accordance 
with a curve of secondary degree relative to change in 
the engine revolution speed, the variable throttle 31a of 
the flow rate detecting valve 31 is continuously operated 
between the left-hand position and the right-hand posi- 
tion, as shown, depending on the differential pressure 
across the flow rate detecting valve 31 itself in this em- 
bodiment. Therefore, the differential pressure across 
the flow rate detecting valve 31 (i.e., the load-sensing 
setting differential pressure PGR) is linearly changed 
relative to change in the engine revolution speed. Cor- 
respondingly, the setting pressure APun of the variable 
unloading valve 5 is linearly changed relative to change 
in the engine revolution speed. The slope of such a lin- 
ear line can be arbitrarily set depending on the opening 
characteristic of the variable throttle 31 a, the initial load 
of the spring 31c, etc. 

[0060] Thus, when the hydraulic system is in the sta- 
tus 1 in which the engine revolution speed is at the rated 
value, the variable unloading valve 5 according to this 
embodiment is set to the same load-sensing setting dif- 
ferential pressure APun 0 as that in the prior-art fixed un- 
loading valve and the variable unloading valve 5 accord- 
ing to this embodiment. In the status 2 in which the en- 
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gine revolution speed is lowerthan in the status 1 , how- 
ever, the setting pressure of the variable unloading valve 
according to this embodiment becomes APun 2 lower 
than the setting pressure APun., of the variable unload- 
ing valve 5 according to the first embodiment. 
[0061 ] Fig. 6 shows the relationship between the lever 
stroke X of the control lever unit and the flow rate Qa 
supplied to the actuator in such a situation. 
[0062] Looking at Fig. 6, in the status 1 (Hi) in which 
the engine revolution speed is at the rated value, the 
delivery rate Qs of the hydraulic pump 2 is provided in 
excess of the flow rate Qa demanded by the actuator 
3a in both the prior art and the present invention. There- 
fore, the speed of the actuator 3a can be adjusted over 
the entire range of the lever stroke X and satisfactory 
operability can be ensured. This point is similar to that 
in the first embodiment. 

[0063] In the status 2 (Lo) in which the engine revolu- 
tion speed is set to a lower value, the slope of the char- 
acteristic line remains the same in the prior-art system 
because of APun = const. Hence, the actuator supplied 
flow rate reaches a maximum value in the first half of 
the lever stroke X as a result of reduction in the delivery 
rate Qs of the hydraulic pump 2. By contrast, in the sys- 
tem of this embodiment, since the setting value APun of 
the variable unloading valve 5 is adjusted to the value 
APun 2 smaller than APun., in the first embodiment de- 
pending on the engine revolution speed. Therefore, the. 
setting capable of allowing the actuator supplied flow 
rate Qa to be adjusted overthe entire range of the lever 
stroke X in the status 1 (Hi) can be also maintained in 
the status 2 in which the engine revolution speed is re- 
duced. It is hence possible to avoid saturation (condition 
in which the pump delivery rate is deficient to the de- 
manded flow rate) during the combined operation, and 
to provide more satisfactory fine operability. 
[0064] With this embodiment, as described above, 
since the variable throttle 31 a is built in the flow rate de- 
tecting valve 31, the relationship between the engine 
revolution speed and the setting pressure of the unload- 
ing valve 5 can be freely set. As a result, the setting ca- 
pable of allowing the actuator supplied flow rate to be 
adjusted over the entire range of the lever stroke of the 
control lever unit 32, for example, at the rated engine 
revolution speed can be also maintained in the status in 
which the engine revolution speed is reduced, whereby 
saturation during the combined operation can be avoid- 
ed and more satisfactory fine operability can be ob- 
tained. 

[0065] A third embodiment of the present invention 
will be described with reference to Fig. 7. In Fig. 7, the 
same components as those in Fig. 1 are denoted by the 
same reference numerals. 

[0066] In Fig. 7, an unloading valve 5B according to 
this embodiment includes third and fourth pressure 
bearing sectors 5f , 5g instead of the third pressure bear- 
ing sector 5d of the unloading valve 5 in the first embod- 
iment shown in Fig. 1. 



[0067] Also, a variable setting unit 20B according to 
this embodiment comprises a fixed displacement hy- 
draulic pump 30 as a pilot pump driven by the engine 1 
along with the hydraulic pump 2, a fixed throttle 50 as a 

5 flow rate detecting valve disposed midway delivery lines 
30a, 30b of the hydraulic pump 30, a pilot line 42 for 
introducing the pressure upstream of the throttle 50 to 
the third pressure bearing sector 4f of the unloading 
valve 5B, and a pilot line 43 for introducing the pressure 

10 downstream of the throttle 50 to the fourth pressure 
bearing sector 4g of the unloading valve 5B. 
[0068] In this embodiment thus constructed, since the 
setting value APun of the unloading valve 5 is given by 
the load-sensing setting differential pressure PGR that 

is is equal to the differential pressure APp across the throt- 
tle 50. Therefore, this third embodiment can also provide 
similar advantages as those obtainable with the first em- 
bodiment. 

[0069] Fig. 8 shows a hydraulic drive system obtained 
20 by modifying the second embodiment shown in Fig. 4 
similarly to the third embodiment shown in Fig. 7. A var- 
iable setting unit20C includes, instead of the throttle 50 
shown in Fig. 7, theflow rate detecting valve 31 provided 
with the variable throttle 31a, which is shown in Fig. 4. 
25 The pressure upstream of the flow rate detecting valve 
31 is introduced to the third pressure bearing sector 4f 
of the' unloading valve 5B via the pilot line 42, and the 
pressure downstream of the flow rate detecting valve 31 
is introduced to the fourth pressure bearing sector 4g of 
30 the unloading valve 5B.via the pilot line 43. 

[0070] This modified embodiment can also provide 
similar advantages as those obtainable with the first and 
second embodiments. 

[0071] A fourth embodiment of the present invention 
35 will be described with reference to Fig. 9. In Fig. 9, the 
same components as those in Fig. 1 are denoted by the 
same reference numerals. Whilethe firstto third embod- 
iments employ a pressure compensating valve of the 
prepositional type (before orifice type) in which the pres- 
to sure compensating valve is disposed upstream of me- 
ter-in throttle portions of a corresponding flow control 
valve, this embodiment employs a pressure compensat- 
ing valve of the postpositional type (after orifice type) in 
which the pressure compensating valve' is disposed 
45 downstream of meter-in throttle portions of a corre- 
sponding flow control valve. 

[0072] In Fig. 9, a hydraulic drive system according to 
this embodiment includes a valve unit 4D comprising a 
plurality of selective control valves 4Da, 4Db, 4Dc. The 

50 selective control valves 4Da, 4Db, 4Dc comprise re- 
spectively closed center flow control valves 6Da, 6Db, 
6Dc and pressure compensating valves 7Da, 7Db, 7Dc. 
[0073] The pressure compensating valve 7 Da is po- 
sitioned downstream of meter-in throttle portions 61 , 62 

55 of the flow control valve 6Da, and has a pressure bear- 
ing sector 70f acting in the valve opening direction and 
a pressure bearing sector 70g acting in the valve closing 
direction. The pressure downstream of the meter-in 
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throttle portion 61 or 62 of the flow control valve 6Da is 
introduced to the pressure bearing sector 70f, and the 
maximum load pressure PLMAX detected with the sig- 
nal line 10 is introduced to the pressure bearing sector 
70g. The pressure compensating valves 7Db, 7Dc are 
each of the same construction. 

[0074] Thus, in this embodiment employing the pres- 
sure compensating valves 7Da, 7Db, 7Dc of the after 
orifice type, the pressures downstream of the meter-in 
throttle portions 61 or 62 of the flow control valves 6Da, 
6Db, 6Dc are all controlled to be substantially equal to 
the maximum load pressure PLMAX detected with the 
signal line 10 during the combined operation in which 
the actuators 3a, 3b, 3c are driven at the same time. 
Accordingly, the differential pressures across the meter- 
in throttle portions 61 or 62 of the flow control valves 
6Da, 6Db, 6Dc are controlled to be substantially equal 
to each other. As with the case of employing the pres- 
sure compensating valves of the before orifice type, 
therefore, the hydraulic fluid can be supplied at a pro- 
portion depending on the opening area of the meter-in 
throttle portion 61 or 62 in each of the flow control valves 
6Da, 6Db, 6Dc regardless of the magnitudes of load 
pressures or even in a saturation condition in which the 
delivery rate of the hydraulic pump 2 does not satisfy 
the demanded flow rate. 

[0075] Further, since the variably setting unit 20 is 
provided in association with the unloading valve 5 and 
the setting pressure of the unloading valve 5 is set as a 
variable value that varies depending on the revolution 
speed of the engine 1 , this embodiment can also provide 
similar advantages as those obtainable with the first em- 
bodiment. 

[0076] Fig. 1 0 shows a modification in which the pres- 
sure compensating valves 7Da, 7Db, 7Dc of the post- 
positional type (after orifice type) are employed in the 
second embodiment shown in Fig. 4 similarly to the em- 
bodiment shown in Fig. 9. Fig. 11 shows a modification 
in which the pressure compensating valves 7Da, 7Db, 
7Dc of the postpositional type (after orifice type) are em- 
ployed in the third embodiment shown in Fig. 7 similarly 
to the embodiment shown in Fig. 9. Fig. 12 shows a 
modification in which the pressure compensating valves 
7Da, 7Db, 7Dc of the postpositional type (after orifice 
type) are employed in the embodiment shown in Fig. 8 
similarly to the embodiment shown in Fig. 9. These mod- 
ified embodiments can also provide similar advantages 
as those obtainable with the first embodiment or the first 
and second embodiments. 

[0077] A fifth embodiment of the present invention will 
be described with reference to Fig. 13. In Fig. 13, the 
same components as those in Fig. 1 are denoted by the 
same reference numerals. This embodiment does not 
employ a pilot fixed displacement hydraulic pump, but 
constitutes a system using only a main fixed displace- 
ment hydraulic pump. 

[0078] In Fig. 1 3, a variable setting unit 20E according 
to this embodiment comprises a throttle 50E as a flow 



rate detecting valve, which is disposed midway delivery 
lines 1 00a t 1 00b of a fixed displacement hydraulic pump 
2 as a main pump. The differential pressure across the 
throttle 50E is introduced to the differential pressure de- 

5 tecting valve 40 via pilot lines 34, 35, 36, thereby pro- 
ducing a signal pressure corresponding to the differen- 
tial pressure across the throttle 50E. 
[0079] Further, pilot lines 90a, 90b are branched from 
the delivery line 100b, and a pressure reducing valve 91 

10 for specifying a basic pressure as a pilot hydraulic 
source is connected to the pilot lines 90a, 90b. The pilot 
line 90b is connected to, for example, remote control 
valves of control lever units for producing pilot pressures 
to shift the flow control valves 6a, 6b, 6c. 

15 [0080] Since the variably setting unit 20 E is provided 
in association with the unloading valve 5 and the setting 
pressure of the unloading valve 5 is set as a variable 
value that varies depending on the revolution speed of 
the engine 1 , this embodiment can also provide similar 

20 advantages as those obtainable with the first embodi- 
ment. 

[0081 ] Fig. 1 4 shows a modification of the second em- 
bodiment shown in Fig. 4, which does not employ a pilot 
fixed displacement hydraulic pump, but constitutes a 

25 system using only a main fixed displacement hydraulic 
pump similarly to the embodiment shown in Fig. 13. In 
Fig. 14, a variable setting unit is denoted by 20F, and a 
flow rate detecting valve is denoted by 31 F. Further, 
Figs. 15, 16, 17, 18 : 19 and 20 show respective modifi- 

30 cations of the embodiments shown in Figs. 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 and 12, each of which does not employ a pilot fixed 
displacement hydraulic pump, but constitutes a system 
using only a main fixed displacement hydraulic pump 
similarly to the embodiment shown in Fig. 13. In Figs. 

35 1 5 and 1 9, a variable setting unit is denoted by 20G. In 
Figs. 16 and 20, a variable setting unit is denoted by 
20H. These modified embodiments can also provide 
similar advantages as those obtainable with the first em- 
bodiment or the first and second embodiments. 

40 [0082] Additionally, while the above-described em- 
bodiments hydraulically detects the engine revolution 
speed and changes the setting pressure of the unload- 
ing valve in accordance with the detected engine revo- 
lution speed, an electric manner may also be employed 

45 instead, for example, by detecting the engine revolution 
speed with a sensor and calculating a target differential 
pressure from a sensor signal. 

Industrial Applicability 

50 

[0083] According to the present invention, in a hy- 
draulic drive system including an LS system, it is possi- 
ble to ensure fine operability based on setting of the en- 
gine revolution speed, to perform flow rate control at a 
55 good response, and to realize superior operability. 
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Claims 

1. A hydraulic drive system comprising an engine (1), 
a first fixed displacement hydraulic pump (2) driven 

by said engine, a plurality of actuators (3a, 3b, 3c) 5 
driven by a hydraulic fluid delivered from said first 
hydraulic pump, a plurality of flow control valves 
(6a, 6b, 6c; 6Da, 6Db, 6Dc) for controlling flow rates 
of the hydraulic fluid supplied to the plurality of ac- 
tuators from said first hydraulic pump, a plurality of 10 
pressure compensating valves (7a, 7b, 7c; 7Da, 
7Db, 7Dc) for controlling respective differential 
pressures across said plurality of flow control 
valves, said plurality of pressure compensating 
valves having respective target differential pres- is 
sures set in accordance with a differential pressure 
between, a delivery pressure of said first hydraulic 
pump and a maximum load pressure among said 
plurality of actuators, 

wherein said hydraulic drive system further 20 
comprises an unloading valve (5; 5B) for controlling 
the delivery pressure of said first hydraulic pump (2) 
so that the differential pressure between the deliv- 
ery pressure of said first hydraulic pump and the 
maximum load pressure among said plurality of ac- 25 
tuators (3a, 3b, 3c) is maintained at a setting pres- 
sure, and 

variably setting means (20; 20A; 20B; 20C; 
20E; 20F; 20G; 20H; 20G; 20H) for setting the set- 
ting pressure of said unloading valve as a variable 30 
value that varies depending on a revolution speed 
of said engine (1). 

2. A hydraulic drive system according to Claim 1, 
wherein said variably setting means (20; 20A; 20B; 35 
20C) comprises a second fixed displacement hy- 
draulic pump (30) driven by said engine (1) along 
with said first hydraulic pump (2), a flow rate detect- 
ing valve (50; 31) disposed in a delivery line of said 
second hydraulic pump, and setting changing 40 
means (5d) for changing said setting pressure de- 
pending on a differential pressures across said flow 
rate detecting valve. 

3. A hydraulic drive system according to Claim 1, 
wherein said variably setting means (20E; 20F; 
20G; 20H; 20G) comprises a flow rate detecting 
valve (50E; 31 F) disposed in a delivery line of said 
first hydraulic pump (2), and setting changing 
means (5d) for changing said setting pressure de- 50 
pending on a differential pressures across said flow 
rate detecting valve. 

4. A hydraulic drive system according to Claim 2 or 3, 
wherein said flow rate detecting valve is a fixed 55 
throttle (50; 50E). 

5. A hydraulic drive system according to Claim 2 or 3, 



wherein said flow rate detecting valve (31 ; 31 F) is 
a valve having a variable throttle (31 a) built therein 
and regulating an operating state of said variable 
throttle in accordance with a differential pressure 
across said flow rate detecting valve itself. 
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